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Background 

Political stresses were escalating ahead of the 2020 presidential election, among political parties of 
President Alassane Dramane Ouattara, Former President Mr. Henri Konan Bédié, and Former Prime 
Minister and President of the Parliament Mr. Guillaume Soro. 

Authorities have restricted freedom of expression and peaceful assembly as political pressures rose ahead 
of the 2020 presidential election. Security forces used excessive force with impunity against peaceful 
protesters. Journalists, political activists, and human rights defenders were arbitrarily arrested and 
detained. New laws imposed sweeping restrictions on human rights, including women’s rights. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Since 2011, it is alleged that more than 200 people died 
in detention. Ouattara’s regime has attacked and jailed 
students, journalists, medical personnel, and human 
rights activists. The regime has committed systematic 
war crimes. Prisons are four times over their combined 
capacity; some 1,200 are political prisoners detained 
across various the Country’s penitentiaries. Around 
85% of those in prison are held in pre-trial detention. 
Others are held in unofficial detention centers, 
including the DST. Our researchers met with some 
political prisoners kept under anonymity; one of them 
explained: 

“I was arrested on December 23 with 14 other 
colleagues at the GPS office, near the US embassy in 
Abidjan while waiting for the landing time of the plane 
carrying President Soro Guillaume. We spent more than 
a month at the Abidjan main prison (MACA) before 
being transferred to other suburbs prisons. I was 
transferred with other prisoners, Members of the 
Parliament. We have done work to make our cell 
habitable, and our meals come from our homes in 
Abidjan. There is currently an epidemic of coronavirus 
in prison. I fell ill, and since July 06, I have been in a 
clinic to take care of myself. I am still at the Farah clinic 
because I have contracted other illnesses, which I treat 
repeatedly. I don't want to go back to prison now 
because no screening has been done. We are 11 
detained in one of 05 people. We are not allowed to 
communicate by telephone with our families. We were 
arrested on the grounds of FLAGRANT DELIT, but we 
were surprised that our case has so far been on trial 
without trial. The military or civilian prosecutor has 
charged more than 120 individuals with FLAGRANT 
DÉLIT crimes. 
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On 23 December 2019, Guillaume Soro returned to Abidjan to start his political campaign for the 2020 
presidential election after several forced months of exile outside of the country. A public prosecutor 
issued a statement announcing an arrest warrant against him. He was charged without proof to attempt 
to destabilize President Ouattara’s regime. In a separate case, he was also criticized for misappropriation 
of public funds and money laundering. As of December, he had not been allowed to return to Côte 
d’Ivoire. However, many people connected to Guillaume Soro were arrested, such as his siblings, 
friends, political group activists, parliament members, and some of his in-law’s family members. 

The Politics regime of Côte d’Ivoire is founded upon Presidential governance with the ultimate power 
to the President elected democratically. The President of the Ivory Coast is the head of state, the head of 
government, and his political party’s head stood an only-party system. The Ivorian parliament and 
judiciary powers are overseen by executive control. The President exercises executive power without 
any checks and balances system. 

The best example to show the President’s full and supreme executive power was observed in the year 
20191 when Mr. Ouattara fires the President of the Ivorian parliament and judiciary powers from the 
President’s position. And as a result of that, Mr. Ouattara appointed whom he also will to that electable 
position.  

 

Detention 

Prisons in Côte d’Ivoire remained severely overcrowded, and conditions are inhumane, leading to many 
custody deaths. As of January 2020, some 21,326 people were detained across 34 prisons in Côte 
d’Ivoire, with a combined capacity of only 8,639. Over 31% were in pre-trial detention. At the state 
prison, the MACA, which has a capacity for 1,500 prisoners, 7,782 people were detained, and 66% of 
them were in pre-trial detention. A month before the presidential election, more than 25,000 people were 
arrested, mostly political prisoners. An estimated five adults over 100 (5%) are in jail in Cote d’Ivoire 
for political reasons. 

The authorities refused to grant human rights organizations unfettered access to detention centers, despite 
Amnesty and Fair Freedom Rights’ requests. 

We, FFR, denounce arbitrary arrests of political opponents. We condemn the state of prisons and the 
totalitarian abuses of the population. 
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Judicial System 

The fundamental problems remain, including excessive pre-trial detention and a lack of judicial 
independence, particularly in political trials. Dozens of former President Gbagbo supporters arrested for 
their alleged role in the post-election crisis or subsequent attacks against the state remain in extended 
pre-trial detention. 

Prisons are severely overcrowded, and detainees lack adequate medical care access and suffer extortion 
by correctional officers and fellow inmates. Côte d’Ivoire continues to struggle with violent crime by 
street gangs, including children, which has led to public beatings and lynching of suspected criminals. 
Abidjan’s juvenile detention center is housed inside an adult prison, and children in pre-trial detention 
are often detained with adults. 

Courts System and Detention Conditions 

One hundred fifty-two people recently died in detention. However, the criminal justice system still faces 
longstanding and fundamental challenges, including a lack of judicial independence, excessive use of 
pre-trial detention, and prison overcrowding. 

In July 2018, some 16,000 people were detained across 34 prisons with a combined capacity of only 
8,639. Around 5,800 of those in prison were held in pre-trial detention. Others were held in unofficial 
detention centers, including the DST. 

As of today, some 19,000 detainees are in pre-trial detention. Detainees live in food shortage, lack 
adequate medical care access, and suffer extortion by correctional officers and fellow inmates. 

Detainees are in inhumane, degrading, precarious conditions. Again, it is unsustainable to live with 
exclusion, injustice, impunity, and terror. As a human right activist, we are inspiring to band together 
with victims and the families of victims to fight for equal rights, denounce crimes and impunity 
everywhere in Côte d’Ivoire. 

Documents cases of torture and other ill-treatment are found mainly at the National Surveillance 
Directorate (Direction de la Surveillance du Territoire, DST), police and gendarmerie stations, or during 
demonstrations. 

Throughout Côte d’Ivoire, it is a dictatorship regime where impunity is the norm. As our research team 
reported, “The attackers are virtually never caught, and the victims have no hope of obtaining justice and 
reparation.” The dictatorship must end. 
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Impunity and Abuses  

Impunity prevailed for the human rights violations and abuses committed during and after the 2010 
election by supporters of former President Laurent Gbagbo and President Ouattara.   
Mr. Soro was once an ally of Ouattara, helping him gain power during the post-election crisis in 2010, 
but the two eventually fell out. Soro, charged with destabilizing Ouattara’s regime, for misappropriation 
of public funds and money laundering, has been forced into self-imposed exile in France. 
Gbagbo, former President of the country, was freed conditionally by the International Criminal Court 
(ICC) after he was indicted and then cleared in 2019 of crimes against humanity over the 2010 election 
unrest. He currently resides in Belgium, and his return to Ivory Coast was forbidden as he could create 
chaos before the presidential election of 2020.  
This year the election committee organization rejected appeals made by Gbagbo and Guillaume Soro to 
be allowed to run in the general election. The two men had appealed to the Independent Electoral 
Commission (CEI) against a decision not to include them in electoral lists for the ballot.    
We denounce the totalitarian abuses of the population. We call for Independent Electoral Commission 
(CEI) and audited electoral lists for the ballot toward Democratic and Inclusive Election. 
 

Illegal President’s Third-Term Candidacy 

Ouattara, who has governed since 2010, said in March 2019 that he would not run again. When Prime 
Minister Amadou Gon Coulibaly died in July, Ivorians was surprised to see Ouattara reconsidering to 
run again. Minister Amadou Gon was scheduled to have another new heart surgery when he was rushed 
out of the hospital.  

The demonstrations began in the country’s interior earlier the first week of August and have spread out 
despite the police and gendarmerie action to disperse protests. Law enforcement follows President 
Ouattara’s order regardless of human rights violations.  

Coalition for Reconciliation, Democracy, and Peace party spokesman Aka Ahizi said that Ouattara’s 
decision “violates, in a flagrant way, the constitution which he is supposed to be the guarantor.” 

His opponents say the two-term limit in the constitution bars him from running again, but the 78-year-
old and his supporters say a 2016 constitutional change clears the way for him to seek re-election. 

 

Opposition Protests Still On Against Ouattara 
Since opposition parties urge civil disobedience campaign to stop Alassane Ouattara’s bid for a third 
term, protests are all over the country. 
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Ivoirian President Alassane Ouattara has self-proclaimed itself for his economic successes, but there are 
cracks in his democratic facade.  

Arresting and expelling opposition politicians and seeking an unconstitutional third term in office are 
typically associated with the types of authoritarian leaders. They have little regard for the rule of law, 
freedom of speech, or human rights. 

His third term’s announcement brought the Ivoirian leader, who is held in high regard in many Western 
countries and aid organizations, a step closer to overturning his country’s legal foundations. Yet similarly 
to East Africa country of Rwandan President Paul Kagame, who has in 2015 amended his country 
constitution to allow himself to remain in power for another third term, Ouattara’s statement was met 
with little condemnation from the international community. 

Ouattara maintains that he can undertake another presidency because constitutional amendments 
introduced in 2016 effectively reset the countdown clock for his terms, refuted by the opposition parties. 
Should he go through with his plans and stand in the election, there is likely to be significant unrest in 
Abidjan and other large cities like Yamoussoukro and Bouaké. 

In many ways, the 2020 presidential election is bound to be contentious. Mr. Ouattara’s latest 
announcement regarding his candidacy was one in a long line of efforts to tighten the political space and 
freedom of speech, angering the opposition and pushing it closer to insurrection. Previous moves include 
constitutional amendments passed in a 2016 referendum, such as driving a wedge between the 
government and much of the population. 

The referendum saw only 42 percent participation, yet the government plowed ahead with considerable 
reforms anyway, including creating a senate. Senatorial elections were subsequently held with little 
notice, providing minimal time for campaigning. Meanwhile, the government said 33 of the 99 senators 
would be appointed unilaterally by the President. In a similar vein, in 2019, the President reformed the 
electoral commission—which was long deemed to be biased in favor of the President—but the 
opposition lamented that it was barely consulted in the process and that the commission remains partisan. 

Perhaps the President’s most controversial moves have been repeated crackdowns on the opposition, 
epitomized by the decision to issue a warrant for the arrest of opposition leader and the former head of 
the National Assembly, Guillaume Soro, in December. Once an ally of the President, Soro had declared 
his plans to stand as a candidate in the October election while on a European tour. He was forced to 
divert his flight back to Abidjan to avoid being taken to prison. 

In January 2019, Alain Lobognon, a parliamentarian close to Soro, was arrested and sentenced to a year 
in jail and fined about $520 for posting a “fake news tweet.” The message that Lobognon had posted 
related to the arrest of a fellow member of parliament. The government argued that the post was intended 
to incite violence, although Lobognon denied the accusations and claimed his arrest was politically 
motivated. As of today, a month before the October 31st election, Lobognon and five (5) other Member 
of Parliament are detained in inhumane and degrading conditions. 
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Lobognon has not been the only one to make such claims. In October 2019, Jacques Mangoua, a leading 
figure in the opposition Democratic Party of Cote d’Ivoire-African Democratic Rally (PDCI-RDA), was 
arrested for having munitions and weaponry at his home in N’Guessanrko, a little under 40 miles west 
of the central town of Bouaké. Subsequently, he was sentenced to five years in prison, although the PDCI 
claimed that the weapons found at his house had been planted there and that Mangoua had not lived at 
that home in recent months. Several opposition figures are in jail or expelled from Ivory Coast. 

These moves appear to mark a steady drift toward authoritarianism from a leader who has been renowned 
for his Western-friendly economic and development policies. In 2014 and 2015, the World Bank placed 
the postwar nation among the top 10 most improved places to do business globally, while people live in 
misery and are impoverished with more than 80% of unemployed among working for age class. 

Considerable government spending on infrastructures, new roads, banks, and upmarket restaurants, 
appear almost daily. The country is in debt to over $ 100 billion a year, and the social issues of education 
and health are deteriorating further by the day. In many instances, Cote d’Ivoire’s economic rebirth 
doesn’t benefit the Ivorian people. Growth is exported, and only benefits the international firm without 
any fallout, no profit for Ivorian citizens remain impoverished, unemployed, deprived. Cote d’Ivoire 
resources are plundered, heritage squandered, while Ouattara transfers gold, diamonds, and billions of 
dollars as money laundering and putting the country over-indebtedness. 

We, FFR, denounce the impoverishment, unemployment, and deprivation of Cote d’Ivoire, while the 
country is among the continent’s most prosperous.  

We, FFR, denounce the money laundering, the narcotraffic, and the school system’s deterioration and 
health establishments. 

We, FFR, denounce the repeated crackdowns on the opposition, opposition leaders’ arrests, political 
activists’ detention, human rights activists, parliament members, and women arrested to impede their 
expression rights. 

The message to leaders worldwide seems increasing to be that if countries can ensure development, the 
protection of human rights and freedom of speech is inconsequential. How far Western leaders are 
willing to go with such an approach will be made apparent in the coming months as Ouattara makes his 
final decision on his candidacy. If the Ivoirian President, who has brought about his country’s economic 
rebirth, does choose to stand for a third term, it will be up to the West to respond.  

Throughout Côte d’Ivoire, it is a totalitarian regime where impunity is the norm. As our research team 
reported, “The attackers are virtually never caught, and the victims have no hope of obtaining justice and 
reparation.” The totalitarian state must end. 

FFR, 
Executive writing Committee 


